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The role of ports and the Maritime sector



2Agenda

Logistics and Infrastructure is pushing Maritime Economy

especially in the Mediterranean 

The growing role of China in the Mediterranean

Key structural reforms
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Source: SRM on UNCTAD, 2018

The Growth in maritime trade 

Containerized trade volumes: +6%

Five major bulks: +4.9%

Crude oil: +1.7% & Refined

petroleum products and gas: +2.6%



4Trade of goods is mainly by containers

The 110 busiest container ports in the 

world handled a combined throughput of 

600 Mteu in 2017 (+6.1%). 

Asia accounted for 64%.

China accounted for 35% of world 

container port volumes.

60% of Chinese traffic is carried out by 

sea.

Source: SRM on Unctad& Alphaliner



5In this scenario a new centrality of the Mediterranean 

is emerging thanks to é three key factors:

The New Suez Canal: 

reduction in time, no limits in ship size, logistic facilities

The growing role of China 

in the Mediterranean / Belt and Road Initiative

Evolutions in the shipping industry: growing ship size and mergers 

between carriers determine economies of scale and 

the need of routes with many stop where to load and download



6The new Suez Canal (traffic pivot) has grown by double digit

Transit goods account for 8-10% of the

entire globe. In 2017, 910 million tonnes

of goods and more than 17,550 ships

passed through the Canal.

Between 2001 and 2017 the Canalôs

traffic trends recorded a 144% increase

in transit goods.

Remarkable was the growth of the

Southbound cargo (+20%).

In 2017 traffic increased approximately 

by 11% on the previous year.

Source: SRM on Suez Canal Authority, 2018



7New Centrality of the Mediterranean: 

The growth of shares on the Europe-Far East Route

In 2018, the Europe-Far East and the

Transpacific were by far the two biggest

trade routes, accounting to 25 and 28

mln TEUs of traffic respectively.

Europe-Far East: from 27% in 1995 to

41% in 2018.

As a result of this growth, the 

Mediterranean recovers its centrality

Source: SRM on Unctad, 2018
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8A steady increase in trade relation towards the MENA area:

China is the largest partner
China is the largest

trade partner of MENA 

countries ($269.4 bn

import-export).

Italyôstrade with 

MENA Area: $87 bn

(+70.4% on 2001). 

According to SRM 

forecast, this trade will

reach $99.6 bn in 2020.

Italy follows Germany 

but shows a better

performance than France 

and the UK. 

Trade with the MENA Area: 

China, US, Italy and European

Competitors

2001-2020

Source: SRM on UNCTAD
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9For China the Mediterranean is a crossroads where to meet 

European markets, North Africa and the Middle East with an 

option to reach the East Coast of the US
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Source: SRM
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Source: SRM on Alphaliner
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11The role of the BRI in  the Mediterranean

Investment until June 2018

No financial investment

Source: SRM on  China Global 

Investment Tracker database
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The size of ships is growing 12

Source: 

SRM on  

IHS, 

Alphaliner
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Source: SRM on  Alphaliner

The new drivers of maritime economy: the big alliances13



Year 2012

Year 2017

Container ships ïdaily movement report (>13000)



Container ships (> 3 kTEU) ïDensity map ïYear 2012


